Pl anni ng Di vi si on
Envi ronnment al Branch

TO WHOM | T MAY CONCERN

Pursuant to the National Environnental Policy Act and the
U.S. Arny Corps of Engi neers Regul ation (33 CFR 230.12), this
| etter constitutes the Notice of Intent to prepare a Draft
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent (DEIS) for the Port Evergl ades
Har bor, Feasibility Study of Navigation |nprovenents, Fort
Lauderdal e, Broward County, Florida. This letter also
constitutes announcenent of a public scoping neeting to be
held at 7 p.m, Wednesday, March 28, 2001. The public scoping
nmeeting will be held at the Comm ssion Chanmbers, in downtown
Fort Lauderdal e, |located at 115 South Andrews Avenue. A
| ocation and vicinity map for the public scoping neeting is
encl osed. The purpose of the neeting is to help to determn ne
the scope of the EIS that will be prepared for this project.
Public comments will be recorded by a Court reporter and
comments may be submtted in witing for 30 days followi ng the
nmeeting.

Si ncerely,

Janmes C. Duck
Chi ef, Pl anni ng Divi sion

Encl osures
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FIGURE 1: PUBLIC MEETING LOCATION MAP

PUBLIC SCOPOING MEETING
PORT EVERGLADES HARBOR
7 p.m., Wednesday, March 28, 2001
Commission Chambers
115 South Andrews Avenue
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida




DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
CORPS OF ENG NEERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVI LLE DI STRI CT, JACKSONVI LLE, FLORI DA, 32202

Intent to Prepare a Draft Environnental |npact Statenent
(DEI'S) for a Feasibility Study of Navigation |Inprovenents at
Port Evergl ades, Broward County, Fl orida.

AGENCY: U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Department of Defense
COOPERATI NG AGENCY: Broward County Department of Port
Ever gl ades.

ACTI ON: Noti ce of Intent.

SUMMVARY: The Jacksonville District, U'S. Army Corps of

Engi neers intends to prepare a Draft Environmental | npact
Statenent for the Feasibility Study of Navigation |nmprovenents
, Port Everglades Harbor, Broward County, Florida. The study
is a cooperative effort between the U S. Arny Corps of

Engi neers and the Broward County Departnent of Port

Ever gl ades.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Rea Boot hby, 904-232-3453,
Envi ronment al Branch, Pl anning Division, P.O Box 4970,
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-00109.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMATI ON:

Proj ect Background and Aut horization: Port Evergl ades was
originally constructed by local interests between 1925-1928,
and was aut hori zed for Federal mintenance by the River and
Har bor Act of 1930 and subsequent Acts.

Need or Purpose: Inmprovenents, including channel deepening and
wi dening, are required to accommpdate future comrercial fl eet
and to nore effectively transit the existing fleet.

Proposed Sol uti on and Forecast Conpletion Date: Wden and

deepen every maj or Federal channel and basin within the

proj ect and devel op (w den and deepen) the Dania Cutoff Canal.
Construction is forecast to begin around March 2003.

Prior EAs EISs: An EA was prepared in 1990 to accommpdat e
dredging in the Southport access channel and Turni ng Notch.

ALTERNATI VES: Alternatives currently considered include no
action, and 9 structural alternatives.

| SSUES: The EIS will consider inpacts on seagrasses

(i ncludi ng Johnson Seagrass, a threatened species), mangrove,
and hardbottom comunities, other protected species, shore
protection, health and safety, water quality, aesthetics and
recreation, fish and wildlife resources, cultural resources,
energy conservation, socio-econom c resources, and other



i npacts identified through scoping, public involvenent, and
i nt eragency coordi nati on.

SCOPI NG. A scoping letter was sent to interested parties in
June 1997. In addition, all parties are invited to
participate in the scoping process by identifying any

addi tional concerns on issues, studies needed, alternatives,
procedures, and other matters related to the scoping process.
A public scoping neeting will be held on March 28, 2001 at 7
p.m in the Broward County Conm ssion Chanbers |ocated at 115
Sout h Andrews Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. An agency
scoping neeting will be held on March 29, 2001 at Port
Ever gl ades.

PUBLI C | NVOLVEMENT: We invite the participation of affected
Federal, state and |ocal agencies, affected Indian tribes, and
ot her interested private organi zati ons and parti es.

COORDI NATI ON:  The proposed action is being coordinated with
the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service (FW5) and the Nati onal
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) under Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act, with the FWS under the Fish and

Wl dlife Coordination Act, with the NMFS concerning Essenti al
Fish Habitat and with the State Hi storic Preservation O ficer.

OTHER ENVI RONMENTAL REVI EW AND CONSULTATI ON:  The proposed
action would involve evaluation for conpliance with guidelines
pursuant to Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act; application
(to the State of Florida) for Water Quality Certification
pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act; certification
of state |ands, easenents, and rights of way; and

determ nati on of Coastal Zone Managenent Act consi stency.

AGENCY ROLE: The Corps and the non-Federal sponsor, Broward
County Departnment of Port Everglades will provide extensive
informati on and assistance on the resources to be inpacted,

m tigation neasures, and alternatives.

DEI S PREPARATION: It is estimated that the DEIS will be
available to the public on or about Septenber 2001.



